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Parish and School Income 

Father Henri Nouwen, a twentieth century Dutch Catholic priest and professor, describes the 
spiritual dimension of church fundraising: 

 
"Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in such a way that we offer other people an 
opportunity to participate with us in our vision and mission. Fundraising is precisely the 
opposite of begging. When we seek to raise funds we are not saying, 'Please, could you help us 
out because lately it's been hard. 'Rather, we are declaring, 'We have a vision that is amazing 
and exciting. We are inviting you to invest yourself through the resources that God has given 
you-your energy, your prayers, and your money-in this work to which God has called us. ' Our 
invitation is clear and confident because we trust that our vision and mission are like 'trees 
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither' 
(Ps. 1:3)." 

 
The most common forms of income for parishes are offertory collections, contributions and 
donations, school tuition and voucher income, grants, special event or fundraiser proceeds, and 
interest income. The following guidelines are to be used in the accounting and recording of such 
income. The adequacy of internal controls will be reviewed during parish audits with 
recommendations for improvement when material weaknesses are noted. 

 
Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 
Collections refer to any and all contributions received through offertory whether it is from the 
general offertory envelope or a restricted parish envelope such as building and maintenance or 
preservation fund. 

 
1. Collections should be immediately stored in a steel, fire-retardant, lockable safe in a 

secure location until ready for counting. The preferrred type of safe has a tumble deposit 
slot and two (2) keys required to open the safe. If the parish does not have a safe, the 
Diocesan Central Purchasing Office can be contacted for a complete selection of good 
affordable safes. The safe should be located in a secure location, accessible to the 
parishioner count teams who are responsible for counting and recording the bank deposit 
for the weekly Mass collection. 

 
2. All parishes are mandated to use serially numbered tamper-evident security bags for 

transporting the offertory collections, as directed by the Voice of the Faithful. 
 

3. Parishioner volunteer count teams should be organized to count, balance, and deposit 
the collections. A minimum of three persons, not related genetically or by marriage, 
should be recruited to count the collections. Several teams are preferable so rotation 
occurs frequently. 























































































































77 I Page  

Diocesan Finance Council Members 
 

Updated 6/13/2023 
 

Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend 

Chair of the Diocesan Finance Council 
Term expires: NIA 

 
Thomas Skiba 

Certified Public Accountant 
Work: 260-969-1231 ext. 312 

Home: 260-436-1003 
Email: tskiba@hainescpa.com 

Term expires: Aug. 2023 
 

Jacob Benedict 
Certified Financial Planner 
Term expires: Sept. 2026 

 
Meg Distler 

Executive Director, Community Foundation 
Term expires: Nov. 2025 

 
Bob Doelling 

Attorney 
Term expires: Aug. 2026 

 
Timothy Dolezal 

Certified Financial Advisor 
Term expires Jan. 2025 

 
Rev. Mark Gurtner, JCL 
Vicar General/Chancellor 

Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Term expires: NIA 

 
Mike Hammes 
Retired Banker 

Term expires: Aug. 2026 
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Donna Lamberti 

Controller, Religious Congregation 
Term expires: Sept. 2024 

 
Chris Murphy 

Bank Chairman/President/CEO 
Term expires: Nov. 2025 

 
Joe Ryan 

Chief Financial Officer 
Term expires: NIA 

 
James Schindler II 
Business President 

Term expires: Sept. 2024 
 

Tom Schuerman 
Parish Business Manager 
Term expires: Aug 2026 

 
Linda Teeters 

Certified Public Accountant 
Term expires: May 2027 

 
George Witwer 
Business Owner 

Term expires: May 2026 
 




