
Dear Priests, Principals, DRE's & Youth Ministry, 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. At the Diocese of Fort Wayne - South Bend, we 
recommit to safeguarding children and young people in full alignment with the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People, established by the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 

We encourage all parishes, schools, and ministries to: 
• Affirm commitment to safe environment policies
• Provide safe environment training to children and youth
• Share reporting information visibly with families
• Pray for survivors and continued healing in the Church

The Charter reminds us that safe environments are built not only through policies, but through 
people who are attentive, informed, and committed to doing what is right. Let us use this 
month as a time of renewed dedication to the promises we have made and continue to uphold. 

We have a toolkit for Priests, parish/school educators, and youth ministry that includes Homily 
Helps, suggested general intercessions for survivors of abuse, a prayer for healing from the 
USCCB, and a Rosary guide for healing and protection. There additional resources located on 
the diocesan website at https://diocesesfwsb.org/prevent-child-abuse. 

May the Holy Spirit guide us as we strive to ensure that every parish, school, and ministry in our 
diocese reflects the safety, dignity, and love that every child deserves. Together, we create safe, 
nurturing, and faith-filled environments for every child. 

Blessings, 

Brandy Scrogham 
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator 
260-969-9154
bscrogham@diocesefwsb.org

Jodi Marlin 
Victim Assistance Coordinator 
260-399-1447
jmarlin@diocesefwsb.org
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HOMILY HELPS-TALKING POINTS 

 
• Throughout the Gospel, Christ calls upon His followers to care for the most vulnerable 

among us, especially children. Our faith also calls for us to uphold the value of human life 
and the dignity of the human person. The protection of children is the responsibility of the 
entire Church, including the faithful. 

• During Child Abuse Prevention Month, we are reminded of the call to be instruments of 
justice, working for the common good of all, which includes the protection of children. As 
Jesus entrusts to Peter the care of the flock, we are reminded that this responsibility belongs 
to everyone as a matter of charity and justice. Child Abuse Prevention Month should lead to 
heightened awareness of the need to be vigilant about providing a safe environment for all 
within the Church and for our communities. 

• Recent statistics tell us one out of every four girls, and one out of every six boys, are 
assaulted before they tum 18. If those statistics are correct, every Sunday in our 
congregation there are people who have been abused and are feeling the pain of that 
abuse. Reaching out to all victims of abuse is critical in bringing hope and the love of 
Christ to them. Our diocese is here to provide anyone suffering from abuse with steps 
towards healing. 

• We are all part of a larger culture of protection and healing within the Church. As members 
of this culture, we value the prevention of abuse and the support of those who have been 
abused. Each of us can play an important role in strengthening this culture. For example, we 
can better prevent abuse by ensuring that the signs of abuse are identified and reported when 
first noticed. Noticing these warning signs, taking them seriously, and reporting them could 
prevent abuse in the future. We can also play a role in victim outreach by offering support, 
compassion, and prayers to those close to us who have been abused. The importance we 
place on carrying out these acts of charity will go a long way in creating a culture within our 
Church where children are safe and victim survivors find healing. 
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Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Suggested general intercessions 
for survivors of abuse 

 
We hope you will consider including one or more of these or similar petitions during the Prayers of the Faithful at 
parish liturgies during the month of April. If you have questions regarding these petitions, or you encounter an 
individual who would like to engage in a personal conversation about abuse in his or her own life or the life of a 
loved one, we are available for pastoral support. Please contact the Office of Victim's Assistance at 260-399-1447 or 
the Office of Pastoral Care at 260-399-1458. 

 
• That the Holy Spirit will guide Church leaders as they promote justice and healing for victims and 

survivors of abuse. 

• That our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV may fulfill his role as good shepherd and protect the most 
vulnerable in his flock. 

• That all civic leaders might act in ways that show their commitment to the protection of all, 
especially young people. 

• That all who work with children and young adults would be vigilant in protecting them from harm. 

• That God might grant to those affected by any type of abuse the courage to tell their story and seek 
healing. 

• That all families would strive to provide safe and nurturing environments for children and young 
adults 

• That those who have been abused experience Christ's profound love for them and God's healing 
grace. 

• That God our Merciful Father would bring comfort and healing to victims and survivors of sexual 
abuse within the Church. 

• That those who provide help for the abused act with wisdom and compassion in their healing 
ministry. 

• That all priests and consecrated religious, through their teaching and witness, lead young people 
to holiness. 

• That bishops would continue to carry out their promise to protect, and pledge to heal, the most 
vulnerable in their dioceses. 

• That parish communities affected by abuse find healing and reconciliation through the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
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